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KKHOE'i 

on ‘liiti kOUSH OF liDUOAliuNt j-t Ajiirjlfcfiii ifei ^ 


uii Sj^turuiij , NOV tier 2utib ,X8yi?-iI vib^lLe'J, AJicbXe;siiie tor i,he purTJOst; gf instiaolin^ 

the house ol' Hdu».j.tion Which feiss C,M,^uaon eat j,bJ.iBheri there in the month of 
junuui> 111 the Siime ^exr . 

r i ii i iiiiiMVii n ^ t rr'rt r 

of A Nursery Ooverness huve not unfreMuentlj^ found uuuse to regret it. a ^ood 
nurse tliorou^h-tj' unierstunas the »irt of keeping children ticLi^ ,hjtpnj ♦J-tia 
A well eaucdtea (ioventess is idle to Instruct her scholars with effect, Hut it 
hj,** often hup» ened thut a {>(urser^ lioveniess hus been found to possess netther 
the pructicul skill of the hurse jior the Liitellectuul *iujilif ic<tticms of the 
lioverness* Miss kuson beiievea thut unions other wa^s of improving domestic 
eauc 4 .tion,one of the most import 4 nt would be to provide u course of trdininfe 
tor ^ouiife IddicB which would en-ible them to uct in the cupacity of insiructor 
muni%er,iw!!5^^^^^ unu cOTripunion to children between the of five iiid thirteen. 

It i,** certain th^it wJ’lie parents not unwisely delui^ate a uart of the trainink 
of their children to others, the utd which they niay procure is more serviceubie 
In proportion ts the governess possesses a sound, training in the theory j.iii 
practice of education. 

MiLlhoiJ. At the time of rry visit there were thirteen youn^ ladles ut;lF»t,hlT% 
u course of training at the house of biaucation. Ihe course extends over a year, 
and is Pirtly theoretical and partly practical. The students are concurrently 
icdulTin^ prlTfclpJ^ atJd Ti II r mm m ninw i ii ■ii i ninnniW i nnni i n \t * r - *■ ^ ■' * 


in a Practising, School, it should be observed that it is no part of the nlan 
of ti^ie Kouse of hducation to su}iply tht£ students with a ferottiM work of euucatioij 
It is mrnm/a as a foundation of all that is done there that the studeiijj 
have aireaiij mastisrud thu prelim inary knowledge such as Is comn on to all edut- 
-ated peoide ,elliter at a Hl#ih School or at a private school or at home* 

Ihe House of kdUcation exists for the purT^ose of study ii% and apitlyinn 


wo wtuaont 

thifri#for®i 1-ouJ.ti hvotit b> tht^ who is not tJOSM^a^yd oi‘ wuJTiultnt tiienlj.! 

Luiture to up stuaiea of this klTiU. 



K, in.si.e^.tion of thr^e aivialons. 

ID i vx» TJ^BBtsiit -It tliB tiibtruLtion of tjie cMlirBU in tHe i.r^ctisiitK stHool 

tjj thtf s^u ltfht iejtchtfrs, ' ^ 

{2i 1 witn«4i-sti.i th*i instruction thut was beii% felven to the student teachers 
tj'e stair ot* iniatre^ses attached to the House. 

li^jl visited the house in which the students resi le ar.u saw the lihraTife events 
which have heeii made tor their comiort. 

i wiU lescnhe wJiat 1 saw under three heads correspoiidiiife with The thret^ divi- 
sions ot tny inspection* 
tij ihe practising, School. 

^ss MaSon*s Inientioil is to train lailes who will teach in a 
I’amil^ not those who intend to teach in a school. The teacher in a school has to 
learn hoiY to impart instruction to a number ot children of nearlj^ the same age 
ana attainiTients,that is to take charge of a class, In a family ,on the 

contrary , the teacher has to deal with a few childi'en 4^ dif feringmagejl and se5C 
and less suh lect to the regulating influences of work in a class* This distinc 
IS obviously one of lmi»ortanct^anii Miss Mason deals with it in an original way . 
Instead or heuie, set to teach a class of chiHren of the same age and attain- 
ments,iht^ students are placed, ill charge of a siTiali ^,roup of four children compo 
-eii Of boys and girls of ‘various 'agebT^'fhe^nadnrti^ 

r eiill j IS thus duite dirterent from thj.t of the ttj.vcher for the school. 

The students Are dlv id4d into seniors and .luniors acceding to the length of 

llnre they have hfitsii in the KiflUsis . nUy the Seniors tre made responsihie for 

the work of a ti,roup. These work in pairs and each i^air t.i.kes charge of u group 
04” A tinnK 

lor one weekyj^under the superintendence of Miss Mason. 



: ^mL 


Tl>tf iStJiool in prMtnlBt^a m I ptjhHiiW 

liLi’-^-*>i±t 3 |f!llt|, ^iafeo jU> 

r tsxisJ-AnjL.ti^ JDlior CQiiiiliit of a h*ili a few con- 

veiii«iit rooniii. 

fir«t i«*saon wJnUi I htr^rd one on Leaves. The of the chill 
y it W!or^ %P^- t 

aozeiJ different kiiifis or freshly t^^therea Itaves^iv^^ few which hod been m.tie into 
».skcletoiiJi* , Ihe t«j.thur a til-Lck fio^va ana .^k^tched with vhe 

jiartlculir point:, which ^le wiJihtisa to Wmph^size- ftifferent kims of leave-s were 
e)dubitesl and aistin^ulahea ^ccordinfe as the^r had three parts, two or only 

one. Net veined leaves were contrasted with t-araliel veined ^and Vfhen the fact 
or the aistinctioii was clearly observed and apprehended by the children, t!»e 
correct nai=.etpetioie, stipule etc. jwas caretUlly iirujressed and not hefore. 

Ihe second ie*^son was on Uat plaittiib for children of six, CJun^sy and awkward 
little fltibers were taught to interweave strii-s of !»aT>er without tearing thein^ 
so as to forn« a simple pattern. Ihe task is sutT ictently hard to train both the 
h.ii!Ll and the eye^<y:d yet sufficiently easy not to exhaust the patience ofthe 
TMOst un4>ract.ised befeiniter. 

Ihe tmrd lesson was In trench. The chiliren were about eibhi.and the method 

adopted was that of M. douirt* li e children walked towards the door saying a:> 

thcj lid sojje marche vers la ported By questions they Xeartifto analyse the 

i»cntei:c« into Je march e\iwa.ik\ and la porte.ihe door. They reach the aoor and 

"■ \ 

iBey *■ 1 >j-»-iv “r */ * . »rrJ :-Vjt? 


"^hen learn td' 

and la portulond tl^en repeat the firtit action and .sentence. By aeferees other 

actions ana jientenctsa j.re accumulated , such as knockinbiJ^ opening ,and closli% 

The chiiaren. express in a complete sentence an action of some kind while they 

Actually perfoimi it^ afid then separate t^e sentence into Its leading wori 

I al.-^o heard lessons on Kiiblish Uromrar tAised on the modern on;alyiic trea - \ 

a lesson on Natural History^ ana one in brawinp which was partly taught by the 
method of dictation, 




jl)*j INslKbUlltfl'i • Having fittest, tl'tj practit^al work ot‘ thts sluatintss « 
with tneir littit# groups oT Uiildct^u,! will now give exompltss ol‘ the theoreti 
uiiitruotion which waii impartaci in nij presi^^nce . 

In the iarte haU 1 the stuaenta practlset i) Hwedljih Urin with mufsluai 
^cLOnipanlJMent* Kach stiMent leainiii to lead the firi 1 1 In turn. (2J Kindel^*^2meH 
with anri without With 1 not i Ver^ pretTy ?Vench action sotig 

which wouia tieveJ^T'tJ a ^eni^e or the French accent in a pleasant Wd,^ , 

^ molel lesson on the sun- ahe instructress i 
in Kiniergarten Occupations gave a lesson on Pa^^ert'olalngl In which she first 
siiowtfd the aim ani object of it ana then set the sturieiits to fola 

SMuares of paper accurately into various osftslaw shates. Ihis exercise is i.erhapa 
the best tntroauctloii to elen^eiitary notions about space^ ana simplif ies geomet- 
ricai studies of all kinus- tiadlle BoudoureS'iue gave a lesson in French- This 
lesson was oral,th.e object being to improve the accent ratJ>er ti an to Impart 
a literary kyowietlgc Of the l^uage, which most laaies possess. I was present at 
a lesson in physioiot^y am at another in Drawing. 

AniOiig the specimens of Handwork 1 noticea besides nlain and fancy needlework, 
a variety of basket work. 

id) After inspecting the School ,1 visited the residence of the students. 

This was reached by a short walk along a foot path through the rneaiows,with 
eX'iuisite views of the grey and ciowi capped crags of the lake mountains which 
rose above the rich tints of the dead fern, the vivid green of the pastures and 
the Ileeh purple Of iHe hoi loWs ”|TO‘ residence^’ Cd* cne scuuencs a 
house djilttle way out of Ar hloside on the road to Hydal . It starECls in a 
garien,and the sitting rooms command a chaiusing prospiect ot the lake scenery , 
puttii^ me in mind of a saying of the late L- ucttieshlp to the ellect that 
a Visit to the lakes wa?* j. T*art of every nglisman's education, I could not 
help feeling that a year spent in such surroundings would he a kind of etluca 


m 


in Itself- 


/ 




Tl>e j^ccommodJ^tion in Hcu^u Jippearea to me to be or the kind wMoh most 

illl'i-H], 

of thosfef who levote theijiselves to the care chiXaren in priv,ite farniiitts 

would tih'i placea ut their distOrt*ii . krs P.irker,who rents the house witt 

tes kisou to unaeriuRe tl>e burthen of house keeping ^und ;t j^pi-eared to me that 

]>e Xuoties woulti find no fault With her share in the institution, 

residii% at AJnhleslie the ladies are enahled to profit bj a variety of useful^ 

instruction which la provided the dountj^ Council, the Oxford tjniversit^ ^:xtens, 

ecturers,and the influence of kr Huskin on nrlva't e ne rsona in t his 

entre,^ll^e students have attenrXed courses on hifctt?n^Anibulanoe,and~liursiH 

hlch the County Cduncii have s taried'^lifiSl 'll! e^ h av^"^ so ^att ts n a ed ^ sh o r t course 

Ot ^ 

n Physical deofe,raphjjy>tiiven under the auspices of Oxforri Imiversitj , 

‘omptfteiit authorities have conducted walks for the jiurpose of stud/int^ Natural 

i fAe^y" 

stoFjy^in the fields * krs Firth, wJto has a larfee collection of photographs of 
ictures U\ the ItaiiBn Calleries artd has studied the literature of art as well, 
xJ’ilbits them to the students and ^Ives a critical explanation of the works of 
real artists. In this w.aj, uiotto had been recently treated much to the pleasure 
a profit of the audience, 

Ihfe daj of the students is somewbat as follows* 
ihey rise at seven, and after an hour's study take breakfast , The students attedl 
othcir own rooms before ^oinfe down to the School, where they spend the morning 
s I have previosiy described in learniut -and teachini:,. Dinner isiI,dO- Host 
Id recreation follow until fou^, lime is now fouJM for sneciaJ studj^ ,such as 
an^acites^tifei-mtfwork and manuai training, ^ ^ea™fs served' at seven and in tjve 
venlni^ tVie routine Is varieu by occasional lectures sucl< as I have narrjed in 
onnecvion witn cne Universities aiui Uounty councils* 


/ 
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It ta rlfc^t thoi>e nti^m of fdmllltiii who seek tine of isitlstance in 

reartUb their uhlitlren should eiviuirtj into the social position of those whose 
help the^ require. The ladies who are trained dt the House of Hcluoation are 
a^y^jitera of Ofert,jniBn, Off leers in the intij, .professiuil tneti iiid K1 er chants . 
kiss fcjason has taken special steps to secure that the children in the school 
m^aia at-aiu *.ome ri3tea stHina4irdr^t^--pttPt^ wh6 educatir ~ 

ihtfir Uilliren at home tre in a state of uncertainty as to how far their chiliirer 
keep pace with other children of’ thiir a^e, kiss kason has drawn up a syllahus 
or work for a year showing the extent of the studies of the different children 
in her i^ractisinfe school - Parents can obtain ^ he syllabus and follow it* 
Periodical examinations are held in connection with the syllabus and the 
papers can be procured by any one who joins In this scheme. The papers worked 
hy the chiJdren can ntt sent to kiss Mason for revision. This arrangement enahia 
chlidreu who are scattered about ill separate f aTTiii les to keep pace as though 
the^ were taUfc,ht in the some school, and hence Miss iMson calls it' 'The 


1 have only to say in conclusion that I was deenly imr^ressed by the e^iest ani 
business-like way In which the s+udents in the House of Kducation addressed 
ther?tseives to their work^ and i iq not doubt i hai they will devote themselves 
to the care of children with except icmal ideal and knowledge. 


Parents KeVlew School ' ' 
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